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“Bando: three houses and an oven” is the common saying that
defined this small village in the Ferrara lowlands, that was the
victim of the last and violent fronts during the Second World
War, in between 1944 and 1945.

In 1944 a new young parish priest took office in Bando: Don
Saint Perin.

He was only 26 years old when he found himself serving Charity
in a frightened and disrupted parish community: in November
the population was displaced - whole families were divided into
very distant countries, without the possibility to communicate
or visit one another. Don Perin spent entire months visiting the
displaced families one by one, offering them material and moral
aids. An extenuating job that he didn’t stop doing, until the 25th
April 1945 when, followed by 4 local youngsters, was called to
recover the corpse of a German soldier, wishing to give him a
proper burial. It was on that day that a landmine stopped his
job, but never cancelled his memory in that small village, where
even nowadays hundreds of people go just to tell him a simple

“thank you”.



| =

HE WAS A WELL-BUILT MAN, YOUNG AND STRONG

HE HAD BEEN PASTOR FOR
A FEW MONTHS AND HIS
| COMMUNITY WAS DISPLACED
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EVERYDAY HE WENT TO VISIT
HIS DISPLACED PARISHIONERS.
HE RODE HIS BIKE FOR DOZENS
AND DOZENS OF KILOMETERS
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HE HAD A BIKE,
BUT DUE TO THE
WAR BIKE COVERS
WERE NOWHERE TO
BE FOUND, SO HE
BUILT THEM HIMSELF
USING A ROPE
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HE NEVER STOPPED

HE BROUGHT
THEM MEDICINES, | «

FOOD AND AND ALWAYS
FAMILY NEWS BROUGHT HIS
PRESENCE AND

T i Y < : i & HIS SOLACE

IN THOSE FEW SHORT
MONTHS OF HIS
PASTORSHIP, HE LEFT SO
MUCH GRATITUDE THAT
EVEN TODAY HUNDREDS OF
FEOPLE GO TO BANDO TO
THANK HIM

| LEARNED ABOUT HIM WHEN |
WAS 27, AT THAT TIME HE WAS

MY AGE BUT HE ALREADY HAD
THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF A GIANT...




WHEN | WAS 44 | WAS A
CARPENTER, | HAD A FAMILY
AND SO MANY WORRIES: A
LOT OF WORK, LITTLE MONEY

AND A HOUSE TO BUILD...

THE PASTORS ASKED ME TO TAKE CARE OF
THE WORKS REGARDING THE TRANSFER OF
DON SANTO'S BODY. BUT | REFUSED. | HAD
TOO MUCH ON MY MIND: A BURDENSOME
AND UNPAID JOB WAS THE LAST THING
THAT | NEEDED!

SERGINO, TELL ME: IS
THERE ANYTHING YOU'VE
EVER MISSED?

| WOKE UP, TOOK MY TOOLBOX AND AT
7 AM. | WAS ALREADY AT THE RECTORY




NOW I'M ALMOST 70 AND I'VE NEVER STOPPED
WORKING FOR HIM. I'M OBSESSED WITH HIM

AND A GROUP CF FRIENDS
UNDERSTOOD THE
IMPORTANCE OF THIS DUTY
AND KEPT ME COMPANY:
WE GATHERED TESTIMONIES,
SHOOT A FILM, CREATE AN
EXHIBITION, WE TOLD
EVERYBODY ABOUT HIM.







ALL MY LIFE

| NEVER STOPPED MOVING,
LIKE HE DID,
| DO FOR HIM...




AFTERWORD

“He never stopped...he brought

with him presence and solace”

The description of the short life of this young priest lies in
this movement towards his people.

He loved people as much as he loved to accomplish his
deeds. And it’s in this gesture of mercy towards a dead
German soldier not buried, that his life ends. Dozens of
years passed and thanks to a dream he motivates Sergio’s
life. He encourages him in telling this story to his friends,
to take care of it and he also contributes to the creation of a
film to tell this story to everybody. Today, he meets young
people in provincial schools.

Everyone deserves to be involved in this movement
towards one another: the friend, the stranger, the enemy,
contributing in being a memory of the life of a population.
To create a story is not only the life of a single person, but
the life of a bond expressed that this life had and has with
those around him.

It is this communion that takes the man from nothingness

and sets him in motion again within history.

Carlo Tellarini

Real Heart to Heart Novels



THE YOUNG VICAR OF BANDO
FOUND HIS DEATH ATTESTING
THAT THE CHARITY OF THE GOSPEL
DOESN’T KNOW LIMITS.
BEING INSPIRED BY HIS SACRIFICE,
MAY YOUNG PEOPLE
FIND NOURISHMENT
TO STRENGTHEN EVEN MORE
THE UNIVERSAL SPIRIT
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP,
LIVING AN AUTHENTICAL
PEACE MENTALITY.

BY THE MESSAGE OF JOHN PAUL II
TO THE PARISH OF BANDO - 1985.
THESE WORDS OF THE GREAT POPE
WHO DIED IN APRIL 2005,

THE 60* OF THE SACRIFICE OF DON SANTO PERIN,
THE COMMUNITY OF BANDO WANTED CARVED
ON STONE IN PERPETUAL MEMORY
PRESENT AUTHORITY AND PLAUDENT PEOPLE
OF TRISSINO VICENTINO AND ARGENTA.

BY FORMER SEMINAR PUPILS OF RAVENNA - 2007




KEEPERS!

Set to work to cherish and build bonds

“That is the one eternal education:

to be sure enough that something is True
that you dare to tell it to a child”

Gilbert K. Chesterton

Our history is a precious novel. The collection of illustrated tales
named “Keepers -Novels from Heart to Heart” has the aim to
cherish the bonds we have with our history and build new ones for
our history. Authors, witnesses, educators and illustrators pictured
the stories of those who lived dramatic events that marked their
lives and the history of Emilia-Romagna. They wish to give us,
through their stories, an opportunity to discover Truth, Beauty and
Justice, enclosed in these “from heart to heart” short stories, being
sure enough that “you dare to tell it to a child”.

We like to call these publications “libretti da visita” resting assured
that the real deal is to protect bonds: encounters that build up our
history, friendships that won't leave us alone, relationships that help
us to recognize and remain faithful to our human stature. This
work becomes an adventure but at the same time a responsibility
to commit ourselves everyday to build Peace, because who tells us

“stay with me” is the Only One capable of this endless loyalty.

Real Heart to Heart Novels
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KEEPERS!
Set to work to cherish and build bonds

is an initiative promoted by Santa Caterina da Siena APS in cooperation with
the Region Emilia-Romagna, project financed through the call for the promotion of a Culture of

Peace year 2025.

For a Lifetime
Story by Don Santo Perin and Sergino
Real Heart to Heart Novels
Script by Alice Vaccari
[lustrated by Giovanni Cavicchi



Discover the entire collection and ebook

KEEPERS!
Set to work to cherish and build bonds



CUSTODI

ALLORERA PER CUSTOOIRE £ COSTRUIRE LEGAM

in collaboration with




