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Just above Marzabotto, there is a delightful place called 
Monte Sole.
In this place near the Apennines of Bologna, towards the end 
of the Second World War, one of the darkest night fell.
In these areas, where various detachments of the German 
army encamped, a large part of the population founded the 
partisan and independent brigade called “la Stella Rossa”.
On the 29th of September 1944 the war was coming to an 
end, but the rage got better of men and shattered their hearts.
In the foothills of Monte Sole there is a small village where 
Carletto lived called “La Quercia”.
The history of Monte Sole is truly sad but needed to be 
known. Firstly, it is important to tell a little story, narrated 
heart-to-heart, by Carletto that handed it to his niece that 
we desire to share with you all, to remember that even in 
the darkest night a faint light can still illuminate everything 
around us.



GRANDPA,
CAN YOU TELL US 
ABOUT MONTESOLE?
YOU WERE THERE, 
WHAT HAPPENED?

LA QUERCIA, SUMMER 1993







AND THEN...?
HOW DID IT END?

MONTE SOLE, NIGHT OF SAN LORENZO 2024



AFTERWORD

“And I, mesmerized by the heroism of my grandpa, 
chose as I grow up to still love in that way”

Alessandro D’Avenia

Real Heart to Heart Novels

Even before starting to write this tale, I had in mind the quote of 

D’Avenia that entered my heart ever since I read it. But I truly loved 

it only at the end, after telling this story to a group of friends. They 

asked me to think about where my grandpa’s heroism laid, if it was 

just that look that he gave to that soldier. In that moment something 

exceptional did in fact happen, but my friends helped me to look 

into my story more deeply and I noticed that there was another 

aspect hidden in this tale: the one regarding me, the niece that he 

dearly treasured.

Looking at me, he decided to reinterpret his story through the eyes of 

a master, someone that desires to hand you over something precious 

and unique, making sure you make good use of it. He chose to tell 

me about that night of war during the only instant enlightened by 

the stars: in that moment it was clear that even in the dark something 

authentic can still shine. That sight was not just an event that 

occurred, but a duty for me, now and here. So I reread the phrase, 

the story, the narration and the heroism of my grandpa, deciding 

that now, as a grown up, I want to love that way.
Alice



KEEPERS!
Set to work to cherish and build bonds

“That is the one eternal education: 
to be sure enough that something  is True

that you dare to tell it to a child”
Gilbert K. Chesterton

Real Heart to Heart Novels

Our history is a precious novel. The collection of illustrated tales 

named “Keepers -Novels from Heart to Heart” has the aim to 

cherish the bonds we have with our history and build new ones for 

our history. Authors, witnesses, educators and illustrators pictured 

the stories of those who lived dramatic events that marked their 

lives and the history of Emilia-Romagna. They wish to give us, 

through their stories, an opportunity to discover Truth, Beauty and 

Justice, enclosed in these “from heart to heart” short stories, being 

sure enough that “you dare to tell it to a child”. 

We like to call these publications “libretti da visita” resting assured 

that the real deal is to protect bonds: encounters that build up our 

history, friendships that won’t leave us alone, relationships that help 

us to recognize and remain faithful to our human stature. This 

work becomes an adventure but at the same time a responsibility 

to commit ourselves everyday to build Peace, because who tells us 

“stay with me” is the Only One capable of this endless loyalty. 
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