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Just above Marzabotto, there is a delightful place called
Monte Sole.

In this place near the Apennines of Bologna, towards the end
of the Second World War, one of the darkest night fell.

In these areas, where various detachments of the German
army encamped, a large part of the population founded the
partisan and independent brigade called “la Stella Rossa”.
On the 29th of September 1944 the war was coming to an
end, but the rage got better of men and shattered their hearts.
In the foothills of Monte Sole there is a small village where
Carletto lived called “La Quercia”.

The history of Monte Sole is truly sad but needed to be
known. Firstly, it is important to tell a little story, narrated
heart-to-heart, by Carletto that handed it to his niece that
we desire to share with you all, to remember that even in
the darkest night a faint light can still illuminate everything

around us.
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GRANDPA,

CAN YOU TELL US
ABOUT MONTESOLE?
YOU WERE THERE,
WHAT HAPPENED? £
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/ ... WE LIVED IN THIS HOUSE, THERE WAS MY MOM, MY DAD
AND US 11: 10 BROTHERS AND A LITTLE SISTER.
-9\ THE PLACE WAS A BIT CROWDED BUT WE WERE ALL DOING GOOD... _
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.IN 1944 | WAS 20 YEARS OLD AND | VISITED BOLOGNA JUST ONCE,
THANKS TO THE PARISH PRIEST WHO USED TO TAKE US THERE.
EVERYTIME THAT HE HAD TO GO TO BOLOGNA, HE USED
TO TAKE SOME KIDS WITH HIM, IN ORDER TO SHOW
THEM HOW BEAUTIFUL THE CITY WAS..

...IN SEPTEMBER THE ALLIES HAD ALREADY
DISEMBARKED, CLAIMING THAT PEACE
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...SINCE | WAS A LOCAL, | WAS FAMILIAR WITH WOODS AND PATHS OF MY W
AREA AND | KNEW HOW TO MOVE AS QUICK AND CONFIDENT AS A FOX;
SO THEY DECIDED TO MAKE ME BECOME A MESSENGER. | WAS THE FIRST TO CHECK
IF THE SHELTERS WERE FREED FROM THE GERMANS.MY TASK WAS REALLY DANGEROUS..
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ONE NIGHT | WENT TO CONTROL AN OLD
COTTAGE NEAR THE TOP OF MONTE SOLE,
THE PARTISANS WOULD BE ARRIVING SOON..
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-JUST WHEN | TURNED THE LAST OAK TREE, | SAW HIM.
HE WAS GERMAN. HE WAS ARMED. HE WAS ALONE.
IT WAS AN INSTANT AND HE SAW ME AS WELL..

..WE STOOD STILL, TERRIFIED OF EACH OTHER, HOWEVER
HE DIDN'T HAVE THE INTENTION TO SHOOT ME...
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...50 | REALIZED: HE WAS A DESERTER. ONLY IN THAT MOMENT |
| TRULY SAW HIM:HE WAS MISERABLE JUST LIKE ME..
HE JUST WANTED TO GO BACK HOME...

...S0 DID HIM, HE TRULY SAW ME. | BECKONED HIM AWAY.
HE UNDERSTOOD, HE GAVE ME A KNOWING GLANCE AND
RUNNED DOWN THE WOODS, UNDER THE LIGHT OF THE STARS.




LMONTE SOLE, NIGHT OF SAN LORENZO 2024

HE ONLY
TOLD ME THIS.
EVERYTIME THAT
| ASKED HIM. A TEN,
A HUNDRED,
A THOUSAND TIMES

IN THE END,
MAYBE,
THAT NIGHT
HE TOLD ME
TRULY EVERYTHING...




AFTERWORD

“And I, mesmerized by the heroism of my grandpa,
chose as 1 grow up to still love in that way”

Alessandro D’ Avenia

Even before starting to write this tale, I had in mind the quote of
D’ Avenia that entered my heart ever since I read it. But I truly loved
it only at the end, after telling this story to a group of friends. They
asked me to think about where my grandpa’s heroism laid, if it was
just that look that he gave to that soldier. In that moment something
exceptional did in fact happen, but my friends helped me to look
into my story more deeply and I noticed that there was another
aspect hidden in this tale: the one regarding me, the niece that he
dearly treasured.

Looking at me, he decided to reinterpret his story through the eyes of
a master, someone that desires to hand you over something precious
and unique, making sure you make good use of it. He chose to tell
me about that night of war during the only instant enlightened by
the stars: in that moment it was clear that even in the dark something
authentic can still shine. That sight was not just an event that
occurred, but a duty for me, now and here. So I reread the phrase,
the story, the narration and the heroism of my grandpa, deciding

that now, as a grown up, I want to love that way.
Alice

Real Heart to Heart Novels



KEEPERS!

Set to work to cherish and build bonds

“That is the one eternal education:

to be sure enough that something is True
that you dare to tell it to a child”

Gilbert K. Chesterton

Our history is a precious novel. The collection of illustrated tales
named “Keepers -Novels from Heart to Heart” has the aim to
cherish the bonds we have with our history and build new ones for
our history. Authors, witnesses, educators and illustrators pictured
the stories of those who lived dramatic events that marked their
lives and the history of Emilia-Romagna. They wish to give us,
through their stories, an opportunity to discover Truth, Beauty and
Justice, enclosed in these “from heart to heart” short stories, being
sure enough that “you dare to tell it to a child”.

We like to call these publications “libretti da visita” resting assured
that the real deal is to protect bonds: encounters that build up our
history, friendships that won't leave us alone, relationships that help
us to recognize and remain faithful to our human stature. This
work becomes an adventure but at the same time a responsibility
to commit ourselves everyday to build Peace, because who tells us

“stay with me” is the Only One capable of this endless loyalty.

Real Heart to Heart Novels
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KEEPERS!
Set to work to cherish and build bonds

is an initiative promoted by Santa Caterina da Siena APS in cooperation with
the Region Emilia-Romagna, project financed through the call for the promotion of a Culture of

Peace year 2025.

A night full of stars
Story by Carletto and Alice
Real Heart to Heart Novels
Script by Alice Vaccari
Mlustrated by Giovanni Cavicchi



Discover the entire collection and ebook

KEEPERS!
Set to work to cherish and build bonds
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